prevalence to levels causing only minimal disability. 11 The difference in these countries is the level of economic development allowing the implementation of traditional public health programs, including universal sanitation and water supplies, food hygiene and wearing shoes. The success of South Korea was highlighted by the story of a North Korean soldier who crossed into the Republic of Korea and while undergoing surgery, he was found to have an intestine loaded with round worms. 11 There are large difference between north and south in the level of economic development, which reflects water supply, sanitation, and hygiene. While STH have not been eliminated in most Asian countries, the prevalence of very heavy worm loads is much less than 4 or 5 decades ago. It is now rare for patients to present with bowel obstruction or to develop this after medication.
A further risk of mass eradication/medication programs is the emerging risk of resistance to infections. The history of malaria, yaws, and other campaigns suggests the need for caution with repeated use of medications. Suspected resistance to albendazole and mebendazole has recently been reported from Rwanda and needs careful monitoring. 12 A meta-analysis of 56 randomized controlled trials has suggested that "expanding deworming programmes community-wide is likely to reduce the prevalence of soil-transmitted helminths in the high-risk group of school-aged children." 13 Elimination can no longer be a goal for treatment programs they must be combined with traditional public health programs, including safe water and sanitation as included in the Sustainable Development Goals. 14 Belizario et al sum up the present situation in our region most of the parasitic infections are a result of poor environmental sanitation. Environmental sanitation, as well as knowledge, attitudes, and practices in the community can also be explored through program monitoring. Strategies such as increased access to safe water, improved sanitation, hygiene education, and deworming are crucial for the control and prevention of STH infections. 9 The risk of resistance and the failure, at least partial failure, of mass medication programs confirms the need for a comprehensive approach that includes traditional public health strategies of sanitation and safe water.
In this month's journal, we present a wide range of public health articles portraying the wide range of public health needs in our region. Of particular interest is the article on the Middle East respiratory syndrome, or MERS, outbreak, which illustrates the need for careful planning and regular exercises to prepare for public health emergencies.
The editors look forward to meeting as many APACPH members and APJPH contributors at the annual conference in Kota Kinabalu in October (http://apacph2018.com/v/) and discussing your future contributions to the journal.
